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Guillermo Gealzquierdo, carried out his
Ph.D. studies between January 2004 and
June 2008 at CIFOR-INIA in Madrid,
Spain, and the University of Berkeley,
California, USA. In addition, he also
completed a Master's of Science in Range
Management in Berkeley. Dr. Gea
lzquierde’s research work is related to
modelling agroforestry systems in
Mediterranean ecosystems. There is a lack of models to
manage these ecosystems sustainably, among other reasons
is the secondary importance of wood compared to other non-
timber products such as fruit production or raising livestock.
Thereis a needto understand ecosystem functioning in a global
change scenario, as well as the ecological and economic
importance of these drought stressed ecosystems. Therefore,
the research presented here analyses the role of trees in the
ecosystem from different perspectives, modelling several
aspects of tree growth and tree ecology. One of the most
important species in the Mediterranean region was used to
this effect, a species that might become more important if
climate waming continues, i.e. Quercus ilex, an evergreen
broadleaf which coincides with the area occupied by the driest
morphotype. The absence of tree-ring studies for this species
is mostly a consequence of the difficulty in distinguishing its
annual rings. Dr. Gea lzquierde’s research is considered to
have pioneering for a better understanding of this ecosystem
and the species in order to increase its sustainability.

Marieka Gryzenhout received her Ph.D.
in microbiology from the University of
Pretoria, South Africa, in 2006. In the short
period since then, she has established
herself as a world leader in the field of
forest mycology and forest pathology. The
focus ofherresearch has been to unravel
the confused status of some ofthe world’s
most important pathogens residing in the
famlly Cryphonectriaceae, a family that she was responsible
for describing. While the family includes the devastating
chestnut blight pathogen Cryphonectria parasitica, she has
shown that there are many other serious pathogens in the
group. Most of these where unknown te Science prior to her
studies. Her Doctoral dissertation gave rise to 11 publications
in top mycological journals, and an authoritative book on the
Cryphonectriaceae published in the USAin 2009. She hasalso
been deeply involved in mentoring an impressive number of
students interested in forest pathology and has published widely
with them.

Jiali Jiang completed her Ph.D. in wood
science and technology at the Chinese

jn 2009. Asa
Ph.D. candidate, Dr. Jiang systematically
investigated the dynamic viscoelastic
properties of wood. She made the
intriguing discovery that the occurrence
of mechanical relaxation processes is the
main mechanism which causes the
narrowing of the linear viscoelastic region. This work was
accepted for publication in the highly prestigious Canadian
Journal of Forest Researcfr. In addition, seven other papers

from her dissertation were published or accepted in top-level
journals in the field, such as Wood and Fiber Science, Forest
Products Journal, Drying Technology, etc. Fur”

paper won the first prize for the outstanding pz

2006 in the national Ph.D. candidates’ acaden

held by the Ministry of Education, China. [

participated in national level research projects ar

to carry out cooperative projects several times di

program.

Finnvid Prescher is in cf

than half ofthe Swedish see

other seed related functio

i < some aspects of the overal

J of Svenska Skogsplantor, *

about one third of all forest

Sweden. Dr. Prescher ¢

doctoral studies at the [

Forest Genetics and Plar

Umea Plant Science Centre, Swedish University

Sciences. His main supervisor was Professor

His studies from 2004 to 2007 were carried out

basis, while he maintained his usual duties whicl

Swedish forestry. The research work discusses

11 studies developing models and evaluating rez

data to improve seed orchard managementin F

L. and Picea abies (L.) Karst. This body of work

contribution to the improved establishment anc

of seed orchards through an excellent intera

science and application and is an example o

weorking foresters can do outstanding science give
in their applied carrier.

Andreas Schindlbacher

doctoral research work at

of Natural Resources ani

Sciences at Vienna, Austria. . ic nas mween
engaged in forest ecology and in laboratory
research since he completed his education
in biology at the University of Vienna. Dr.
Schindlbacher recognized the relevance
of soil processes in the climate change
debate, considering that soils represent large pools of carbon
and nitrogen and that both elements can form strong
greenhouse gases (GHG, CO,, N 0). The soil models available
at the beginning of his career had a considerable uncertainty
on the effects of soil warming on GHG emissions. He designed
elaborate laboratory and field experiments to scrutinize the
conceptual understanding of the effects of soil warming. For
his field research he chose a particularly difficult field site in the
Austrian mountains and implemented and maintained a complex
soil warming experiment. The installation is still effectively used.
The results were published in renown journals. The diversity of
experiments and the development of new techniques in field
and laboratory research derived from the experimental
challenges are of particularimpact.

Jiali Jiang completed her Ph.D. in wood
science and technology at the Chinese
Academy of Forestry (CAF)jn 2008, As a
Ph.D. candidate, Dr. Jiang systematically
investigated the dynamic viscoelastic
properties of wood. She made the
intriguing discovery that the occurrence
of mechanical relaxation processes is the
main mechanism which causes the
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accepted for publication in the highly prestigious Canadian
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