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Country Profile

Bulgaria, officially the Republic of Bulgaria is a country in south-eastern Europe. It is bordered by Romania to the north, Serbia and Macedonia to the west, Greece and Turkey to the south, and the Black Sea to the east. With a territory of 110,994 square kilometres, Bulgaria is Europe's 16th-largest country.
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Bulgaria's population of 7.2 million people is predominantly urbanised and mainly concentrated in the administrative centres of its 28 provinces.

Bulgaria is a unitary parliamentary republic with a high degree of political, administrative, and economic centralisation. It is a member of the European Union, NATO, and the Council of Europe and others.
Bulgaria features notable diversity with the landscape ranging from the snow-capped peaks in Rila, Pirin and the Balkan Mountains to the mild and sunny Black Sea coast.  From the typically continental Danubian Plain in the north to the strong Mediterranean climatic influence in the valleys of Macedonia and in the lowlands in the southernmost parts of Thrace. Most of the country is situated within the humid continental climate region, with Alpine climate in the highest mountains and subtropical climate in the southernmost regions.
The relief of Bulgaria is varied. In the relatively small territory of the country there are extensive lowlands, plains, hills, low and high mountains, many valleys and deep gorges.The main characteristic of Bulgaria's topography is four alternating bands of high and low terrain that extend east to west across the country. From north to south, those bands, called geomorphological regions, are the Danubian Plain, the Balkan Mountains, the Transitional region and the Rilo-Rhodope region. The easternmost sections near the Black Sea are hilly, but they gradually gain height to the west until the westernmost part of the country is entirely high ground
Table 1, showing the distribution of the height zones in Bulgaria:

	Height zones
	Height (m)
	Area (km2)
	Area (%)

	Lowlands
	0–200
	34,858
	31,42

	Hills
	200–600
	45,516
	41,00

	Low mountains
	600–1000
	16,918
	15,24

	Medium-high mountains
	1000–1600
	10,904
	9,82

	High mountains
	1600–2925
	2,798
	2,52


More than two-thirds of the country is plains, plateaus, or hilly land at an altitude less than 600 m. Plains (below 200 m) make up 31% of the land, plateaus and hills (200 to 600 m) 41%, low mountains (600 to 1,000 m) 10%, medium-high mountains (1,000 to 1,500 m) 10%, and high mountains (over 1,500 m) 3%. The average altitude of Bulgaria is 470 m.

Bulgaria has a dense network of about 540 rivers, but with the notable exception of the Danube, most have short length and low water-level. The density is highest in the mountain areas and lowest in Dobrudzha, the Danubian Plain and the Upper Thracian Plain. There are two catchment basins: the Black Sea (57% of the territory and 42% of the rivers) and the Aegean Sea (43% of the territory and 58% of the rivers) basins.

The Balkan Mountains divide Bulgaria into two nearly equal drainage systems. The larger system drains northward to the Black Sea, mainly by way of the Danube. This system includes the entire Danubian Plain and a stretch of land running 48–80 km inland from the coastline in the south. The Danube gets slightly more than 4% of its total volume from its Bulgarian tributaries. As it flows along the northern border, the Danube averages 1.6 to 2.4 km in width. The longest river located entirely in Bulgarian territory, the Iskar, with a length of 368 km and a catchment area of 8,640 km2, is the only Bulgarian Danubian tributary that does not rise in the Balkan Mountains. Instead, the Iskar has its origin in the Rila Mountains. It passes through Sofia's eastern suburbs and crosses the Balkan Mountains through a spectacular 163 km–long gorge. Other important tributaries of the Danube include the rivers Lom, Ogosta, Vit, Osam and Yantra. The longest river flowing directly to the Black Sea is the Kamchiya (254 km), while other rivers include the Batova, Provadiya, Aheloy, Ropotamo, Veleka and Rezovo.

The Aegean Sea catchment basin drains the Thracian Plain and most of the higher lands to the south and southwest. Several major rivers flow directly to the Aegean Sea. Most of these streams fall swiftly from the mountains and have cut deep, scenic gorges. The 480 km–long Maritsa (of them 321 km in Bulgaria) and its tributaries drain all of the western Thracian Plain, all of Sredna Gora, the southern slopes of the Balkan Mountains, and the northern slopes of the eastern Rhodopes. After it leaves Bulgaria, the Maritsa forms most of the Greco-Turkish border. Maritsa's major tributaries are the Tundzha, Arda, Topolnitsa, Vacha. The other Bulgarian rivers flowing directly to the Aegean are the Struma and the Mesta.

Bulgaria has around 400 natural lakes with a total area of 95 km2 and volume of 278 million km3.The limans and lagoons along the Black Sea coast include from north to south Lake Durankulak, Lake Shabla, Lake Varna, Lake Beloslav, Lake Pomorie, Lake Atanasovsko, Lake Burgas and Lake Mandrensko. Lake Burgas is the most extensive with 27, 6 km2 and Lake Varna has the largest volume with 165, 5 million km3. The lakes along the Danube were dried to clear land for agriculture with the notable exception of the UNESCO World Heritage Site Lake Srebarna. 

There are 170 glacial lakes in Rila and 164 in Pirin. They are an important tourist asset. The most renowned lakes include the Seven Rila Lakes, Popovo Lake, Banderishki Lakes, Vasilashki Lakes, Vlahini Lakes. Swamps and marshes include Alepu, Arkutino, Aldomirovtsi marsh, Dragoman marsh. There are around 2,200 reservoirs with a total volume of c. 7 billion km3.The largest ones are Iskar Reservoir, Ogosta Reservoir, Dospat Reservoir, Batak Reservoir, Kardzhali Reservoir, Ivaylovgrad Reservoir, StudenKladenets, Koprinka Reservoir, Ticha Reservoir.

Bulgaria is rich in mineral waters, with 225 mineral springs, mainly in the south-western and central parts of the country along the faults between the mountains.
FORESTRY AND FOREST

Forest area 

The total forest area in Bulgaria accounts for some 4 230 825 ha or 37% of the land area. Circa 3.4 million ha are covered with forests. The growing stock exceeds 650 million m3 with an annual increment of about 14.5 million m3. The average age of the Bulgarian forests is 53 years and broad-leaved stands dominate representing 67%. The distribution of the most common tree species is shown on Figure 1. 

Fig. 1. Distribution of main tree species

[image: image4.emf]23%

17%

16%

9%

9%

4%

22%

Oaks 

Beech 

Scotch pine

Turkey oak

Austrian pine

Norway spruce

others


The Bulgarian forests are distinguished by extremely rich biological diversity of coniferous and deciduous species. Distribution of the forest territory in forest types – follows typical tendency, linked to permanently reduce of the area of the coniferous forests and plants which, as a result of wide afforestation programs increased in the middle of last century. After 1990-s this area gradually decreases, to the end of 2016th coniferous forests occupy circa 21 % of the forest area of the country and the deciduous forests occupy 69 % of the total area of forest lands in the country and continue to expand its share. This tendency is maintained constant, whereas the measures to ensure the sustainability of forest stands, through greater involvement of the local deciduous species, reduction of densities, establishing the mixed plants and afforestation of tree and bush species in their natural habitats. Thepresence of large areas pine monocultures of unsuitable habitats which, as an effect of biotic and abiotic factors gradually degraded, require taking the timely forest protection measures.
The largest share of the forest territory in Bulgaria occupy the forests, arising as a result of the natural renewal circa 71 %, while the share of forest plantations 21% and the natural forests is 8%. There is an increase in the area of pure forests, in which dominates one species, as they occupy 46 % of the area of all forests.  Mixed forests, formed from four/five tree species, reduce and already are 45 %, and the area of forests with the participation of 2 or 3 tree species remains relatively constant and represent 9% of all forests.
The average age of forests increase and reached 53. In coniferous forests, with the greatest participation are those under the age of 21 to 40 years – 42%, followed by middle-aged and ripening from 41 to 80 years – 26% of the area of this group forests. Coniferous plantations of age 80 years occupy 21% of the area of coniferous forests. There is increase the area of middle-age and of mature coniferous forests at the expense of reducing the area of young forests. Data on age structure of the deciduous high – stem forests also show an increase in the share of middle age and mature plantations. There is also an increase in age of sprouting forests for conversion of seed and the low – stem forests, which as a consequence lead reduction in the growth of these forests.
In the structure of the forests in accordance with their functions, the forests with the main timber and site formation functions (forests) represent 61, 7 % of the total area of forest areas in Bulgaria. The rest 38, 3 % are primarily protective and special functions. After 2006 the share of forests with special functions has increased by over 6, 4 % mainly in the category protected natural territories (protected areas and landscapes and natural parks).  At the time 10,5 % of forest areas of the country are included in protected areas of the Law on Protected territories. Forest territories included in the Europe Natura 2000 network are about 58% of the total forest area. 
According to EFA`s (Executive forest agency of Bulgaria) official data to 31.12.2016, 2 913 090 ha (68, 85 %), are state forest areas, 172 473 ha (4, 08 %) – provided to the MOEW (Ministry of Environment and Waters of Bulgaria), including National parks and reserves, 11 415 ha (27%), provided for the management of school – experimental forest stations, 546 931 ha (12, 93 %) municipal, 426 082 ha (10, 07%) of private individuals, 43 916 ha (1,04 %) of private entities 20 911 ha (0,49% ) the religious communities. The former agricultural lands are 96 007 ha (2, 27%). Distribution of the forest territories, according to ownership is shown in Figure 2.
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Fig.2 Distribution of the forest territories according to ownership (31.12.2016)
The total stock of timber in the forests in Bulgaria is 650 000 000 cubic meters, of which 42, 2 % are concentrated in protective and recreation forests and in protected areas. The average growth in the 1 ha is 172 m3. There is trend to increase of the stock of timber per hectare, with more strongly expressed dynamic in coniferous forests. On the other hand, a trend for reduction of average stock One hectare in coppice forests for conversion of seed. The average annual growth of timber increased from 14 million m3 to 14, 5 million m3 stocks of carbon in biomass of the forest tree species also note increasing trend recent years.  
FOREST MANAGEMENT IN BULGARIA
Forest activities in the Bulgarian forests are aimed to protection and increase of the main functions of forests through cultivation of forests, giving priority to the natural renewal, conservation of genetic resources, maintenance and restoration of biological diversity, etc. The maximum removals use of the natural regenerational potential of the forests and its support are the basis of all forests activities related to forest management.

Maintenance of natural (bioecological) functions of the forests is also provided for the economic sustainability of the forest sector. Conservation and production are equally important for the society.

The balance between the average annual increment and average annual use of timber is one of the most important indicators for the sustainable management of forests.

The analysis of data on forest recourses on a national scale indicates that after 1980 the usage starts to seriously lag in comparison of the growth. Since 1990 i.e. during the past two decades, in the Republic of Bulgaria the amount of the annual use of wood varies from 34 % to 55% of the total average annual growth of forests in the country. 

The average annual increment for one hectare in last five years is circa 3, 9 m3, compared to the average of 4, 7 m3/ha for the countries of the EU. With the highest growth of 1 ha are coniferous forests – 6, 2 m3/ha, followed by the deciduous tall – 3,7 m3/ha. The values of the average growth of coppice and low-stem forests are in the range of 2.3 to 2,5 m3/ha. 
According to official data the harvested wood for 2016 was 7 094 027 m3. Almost 2/3 of the annual volume of harvested timber is harvested in state forest areas. In the municipal forests the use is from 9, 3 to 11 % of the total timber cut of all forest areas. The share of harvested timber from other non-state forests noted a trend of reduction.

The implementing of felling of trees improves the future construction, structure, stability and the productivity of the forest and has been a priority in the field of management of the forest in the past 15 years. In the 2016 in the state forests for the adjustment of wooden composition and the improvement of developmental conditions there has been implementing of felling of trees in the area of 42, 577.6 ha which represent 61,9 % of estimation of forest plans. 

From the implementing thinnings 43, 5 % are in coniferous forests, 38, 3 % in deciduous high stem forests, and 17,7 % in coppice forests for seed conversion. The implementation of thinnings without material harvest in the area of 4, 225.5 ha is 87, 6% of the predicted in the forest plans.
In 2016 the implemented selective cuttings were in the area of 1,275.3 ha which represent 105,4 % of the predicted in the forest plans. 
Fig 3. Dynamic of the implementation of thinning without material harvest in the period 2010-2016
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Very important mean of ensuring the sustainability of the forests is the right choice of appropriate types of wood for the afforestation or tolerating them in the carrying out of growing events in the forests.
Of particular importance for the Bulgarian forests is the provision of quality reproductive material, the preservation of biological diversity and conservation of indigenous species improved by the methods of forest genetics and selection of genetic resources. 
According to official data forest seed producting base occupies 1% of the total wooded area of the country and the number of basic resources is around 5, 101 of 48 tree species – 15 coniferous and 33 deciduous.

PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF FORESTS IN BULGARIA
The data provided by the system of surveillance and prevention against various biotic and abiotic factors damaging forests, show that in the last five years 2010-2016 the most serious risk factors continue to be forest fires and pests diseases. Windthrows, snowfalls, drought and floods have not shown noticeable negative impact on the development of forest ecosystems in the country. 
In the statistics of the Executive forest agency for the forest fires in the country in 2016 are registered 583 forest fires which have affected 6, 338,9 ha forest areas.
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FOREST INSTITUTION IN BULGARIA – STRUCTURE 
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FOREST POLICY
Policy for sustainable management of forestry sector in Bulgaria is formed by a system of regulations and strategic documents which in its interconnectivity establishes a strategic perspective for its development.
Regulatory policy framework in the forestry sector, which has dynamically developed in recent year, reflects national policy for development of the sector and its fully synchronized with EU legislation.

Adopted in 2011 Forest Act and related regulations at present are the main legal framework governing public relations relating to the conservation, management and use of forest areas in Bulgaria. Objectives of the law are directed at ensuring multifunctional and sustainable management of forest ecosystems and include: protection and enhancement of forest area; maintenance and improvement the condition of forests; ensuring and maintenance the ecosystem, social and economic functions of forest territories; ensuring and increasing the production of timber and non –timber forest products through environmentally sound management of forest areas; maintenance of biological and landscape diversity and improve the populations of species of wild flora, fauna and micota; providing opportunities for rest of the population and improve conditions of recreation; achieving a balance between the interests of society and the owners of forest areas; supporting and encouraging landowners in forest areas; implementation of international and European commitments to conservation for forest habitats.

Other key documents for the development the sector are the Law on Hunting and Game protection Act, the National Strategy for Development of the Forestry Sector in the Republic of Bulgaria comprising the period 2013-2020, adopted by Protocol of the Council of Ministers, Strategic Plan for the development of the forestry sector in Republic of Bulgaria 2014 -2023, Protected areas Act, Environmental Protection Act, Biodiversity Act, Renewable Energy Act and more.
FOREST ECONOMICS
Although the forest sector forms a relatively small share of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), forestry and the forest industry as a traditional means of livelihood are of particular importance for the development of rural areas in Bulgaria and the improvement of the quality of life.
The favorable natural conditions and the traditions in forestry and the forest industry in the presence of internal and external markets for forest products and services are the prerequisite for the development of activities, providing income from sales of timber and non – wood forest products, the provision of ecosystem services in t.h water –developing and water protection, soil forming and soil protection, etc., as well as for the production of biomass.

The increasing importance of the forest areas as a natural environment for recreation and tourism and the development of activities that generate employment in rural areas should be taken in account.

Valuation of the contribution of the forest sector in the conservation of the environment, natural resources and biodiversity, and to satisfy a number of environmental and social needs of the society, would have demonstrated the importance of the sector for the country`s socio-economic development. The forestry sector in Bulgaria has a huge potential for the development and production of high quality products and benefits, not only as a raw material and natural resource, but such high added value, which meets the diverse and constantly multiplying demand for modern society. Technological development, innovation and investment in quality and human resources are necessary to ensure its dynamic and sustainable development. The competition in the forest sector is a necessary condition for the achievement of the various benefits, which the forest provides to the public.

At this moment the produce of the forest sector is supported mainly by the sales of timber. The sales of wood waste from logging and from the processing of wood as a biomass for the production of energy are becoming more and more important.

After the restructuring of the state forest sector sales of standing timber to legal representatives in auctions are significantly increased, as well as individuals for their own needs.

In total for the three sectors of the forest industry the largest is the number of micro-enterprises – from 77% up to 81% of the total number, and the large enterprises is the lowest from 0,2 %to 3,3 %.

 As a whole the businesses in the forestry industry have overcome the crisis of 2009-2010 and there is an increase in production. The sector can be assessed as a perspective one, having in mind the availability of a sufficient raw material resources, sustainable internal and external market positions of the manufactured products, and its importance as a source of income and employment for considerably large number of the population in mountain and rural areas.

Forests are one of the main sources of biomass and can contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the European energy policy, including curbing the negative changes in climate and the promotion of economic growth and employment, secure and affordable energy for consumers and the implementation of the commitment made in Bulgaria to increase the proportion of energy from renewable energy resources in the amount of 16% to 2020.

Having in mind the sortimental and age structure, tree species and other specific features of the Bulgarian forests, on a national scale about 70% of abstractive wood may, and in most cases is used for technology and energy purposes, i.e for the production of plates, cellulose and for firewood. According to date of the Executive forest agency in recent years, the share of the wood in categories “wood” and “top hamper” is in average of 57 % of the total amount of abstractive wood in Bulgaria as it varies from 55% to 64 %.  
CONTRIBUTION OF THE FORESTRY SECTOR TO GDP
Table 2
	Relative share of value added by economic value

sectors in the total value added for the period 2007-2011

	Economics sectors
	Relative share of value added in total value added in % 

	 
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Agriculture and fishery 
	5,6
	7,2
	4,9
	4,9
	5,6

	  Incl: Forestry
	0,2
	0,3
	0,2
	0,3
	0,3

	Industry 
	32,4
	31,1
	31,3
	29,5
	31,2

	Services
	62,0
	61,7
	63,8
	65,6
	          63,2

	Total BDS
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	100,0
	        100,0

	* preliminary data


Official data by NSI
It should be noted that the statistical data does not contain the value of the information provided by the forest territories services relating to their environmental and social functions, due to which the contribution of the forest sector to GDP is incomplete and underestimated.
NET INCOME

Net forest revenue is an important indicator of the level of economic sustainability of forest management that measures the pay of all factors of production (land, capital, labor) and represents the total value generated by a structural unit engaged in production. 
It can be derived from gross value added by deducting consumption of fixed capital (depreciation) in order to obtain the net added value and then be adjusted by factor costs at basic prices, deducting all taxes on the product and adding all subsidies on the product produced. Net entrepreneurial income measures the return on income to the owner of the forestry enterprise and consists of compensation for unpaid labor, land remuneration belonging to the production unit and the yield from the use of capital.


According to data of the report "State of European Forests" 2011, FAO / UNECE for Bulgaria reported a value of the income factor of EUR 89.1 million, which is by EUR 38.2 million more compared to 2005, and the "net entrepreneurial income" factor - EUR 46.7 million - an increase of EUR 28 million compared to 2005.
Profit in the forest sector is driven by sales of round timber. The importance of forest-wood waste as a wood biomass for energy production grows.
Table 3 Usage of round timber and wood products in Bulgaria during the period  

                    2006-2011 m3/ equivalent defoliated round timber/ 1000 habitants)*

	Product
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	
	м3  RWE/ 1000 habitants

	1. Round timber
	834
	754
	652
	892

	2. Firewood (incl. coals)
	404
	344
	323
	391

	3. Industrial timber
	557
	388
	288
	501


* m3 RWE / 1000 habitants 
Data by EUROSTAT, State of European’s Forests 2011, FAO/UNECE
As a result of the impact of the World Economic Crisis in 2008-2009, the consumption of round wood was uneven - with a sharp decline in 2009 and a subsequent positive growth. In 2010, timber consumption in the country is 892 cubic meters equivalent of wood / 1000 inhabitants, which is 12.1% less compared to the value of this criterion for the EU and by 19.7% higher than the average consumption of wood in the Southeast European region (State of European’s Foresters 2011, FAO / UNECE).
TIMBER TRADE 

EXPORT AND IMPORT OF TIMBER
According to data of NSI and EUROSTAT in the period 2007 - 2010, the volume of exports of timber and timber products - total for EU and non-EU countries - is 3 183.402 thousand cubic meters. m. The industrial timber represents 80.1% of the export volume and the firewood - 19.9%.
The total amount of timber and timber products sold for EU and non-EU countries during the period 2007 - 2010 exceeds the realized imports of timber and timber products from EU and non-EU countries by 1 736 thousand cubic meters (45.5%) or 434 thousand cubic meters per year. For the period under review, the total value of the exports exceeds the total value of imports of round timber and products thereof by BGN 193,562 thousand.
WORKFORCE IN FOREST SECTOR
According to the data by CITUB the total number of persons employed in the forest sector has continuously been decreasing during last decade.

The largest is the percentage of employees in the wood production and wood products – 27%, “”Forestry” – 22,9% and the ‘production of paper and paper products” – 10,8 %.
According to the data of National statistic institute of Bulgaria the average number of employed in economic activity forestry is around 13 900, mainly men -74 %, while women are 26%. 

FOREST RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Forest Research Institute is the one of main institution which carry out fundamental and scientific-and-applied investigations of forest ecosystems, which play a key role in the environment, both in its entity and inviolability and in conditions of anthropogenic impact, including mitigation of climate change consequences. The Forest Research Institute makes the theoretical and scientific basis for practical decisions with regard to forestry systems for management, forest genetic resources, protection of forests, erosion and flood control, as well as support of policies and legislation in the field of forest and nature conservation.
Based on the relationship between traditions and innovations in forestry and biological sciences, as well as on priorities of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, specific research activities of the Forest Research Institute include: studies on structure, functioning and adaptation of forest ecosystems to climate change and other natural and anthropogenic impacts; development of programs for ecological management and utilisation of forests and their products; study on biological resources and protection of forest flora and fauna.
Accumulated knowledge in different units support the development of measures and approaches of ecological and sustainable management of forests to minimize the negative ecological consequences. The Institute carries out training of PhD. students, organises training courses to improve the qualification of specialists in the field of ecology and forestry. Expert activity is widely practiced, as well. Researchers from the Institute are invited as consultants, reviewers and experts in various problematic and expert councils, as well as for the development of normative documents.
The Forest Research Institute offers developed research infrastructure, providing carrying out of modern investigations: laboratories with up-to-date scientific appliances, field stations, monitoring network, information centre and library. Popularization of results from studies is possible through editing of two scientific journals – Nauka za gorata (Forest Science) in Bulgarian and English and Silva balcanica in English language and through organising of scientific conferences, symposia and seminars.

The Forest Research Institute is directed to the following basic priority fields of study: biological diversity in forest flora and fauna, genetic resources – peculiarities, dissemination and possibilities for conservation and utilization; structure, functioning and adaptation of forest ecosystems to climate change; monitoring, protection and restoration of forests; silvicultural and social-economic bases for sustainable and multifunctional management and utilisation of forest resources.

UNIVERSITY OF FORESTRY - BULGARIA

The mission of the University of Forestry (UF) - Sofia, as a State Higher School, is to carry out the state policy for the development of the higher education and science in the Republic of Bulgaria in a uniquely combined complex of specialties related to the management and technological provision of the use of natural resources, products and services. UF is a nationally recognized educational and scientific centre, called to provide highly qualified specialists with higher education, as well as to develop scientific and research activities in the fields of Forestry, General Engineering, Earth Sciences, Veterinary Medicine, Plant Breeding, Plant Protection, Tourism, Administration and Management. With its highly educated academic staff of nationally recognized and internationally recognized lecturers and scientists, the University of Forestry provides personnel recruitment and scientific servicing of major branches for the country and their sectors - forestry, woodworking and furniture industry, engineering design, ecology and environmental protection, landscape architecture, agriculture, veterinary medicine, alternative tourism, etc. In this way, the main aspects of the mission of the university institution - the creation, dissemination and use of knowledge and skills for the benefit of society are covered. As an autonomous university, UF seeks to maintain and develop an academic environment in which not only the training of qualified staff is achieved, but also to educate socially responsible individuals showing entrepreneurship, adaptability and creative capabilities for successful professional realization, adopting the European values for lifelong learning and contributing to the prosperity of Bulgaria and the development of the European Union towards a "knowledge-based economy". The activity of the UF for the fulfillment of this mission is based on the country's traditions in higher education, the achievements in the above-mentioned fields with full respect for the interests of the Republic of Bulgaria and harmonization with the requirements of the European higher education and the trends in the development of the European educational and scientific space. 


Experts (foresters) in the field of forestry are also educated and trained in four professional high schools, which are located in the towns of Velingrad, Bansko Teteven and Berkovitsa.
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Separation of Functions
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