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International Conference on China-CEECs
Forestry Research and Education Cooperation

October 30-31, 2017

Beijing, China

(With a Special Session on Business Forum during the Conference,

and also with optional tour to Yiwu City, Zhejiang Province

for International Forest Products Fair on November 1)

Sponsor:
· State Forestry Administration, China
Organizer:

· Chinese Academy of Forestry

Background

Aiming at promoting reciprocal and pragmatic cooperation between China and 16 Central and Eastern European Countries (CEECs), also known as “16+1 Cooperation”, as identified and outlined in the successive Bucharest Guidelines (2013), Belgrade Guidelines (2014), Suzhou Guidelines (2015) and Riga Guidelines (2016) for cooperation between China and CEECs, the first 16+1 Forestry High-level Meeting was held in Ljubljana, Slovenia in May 2016. As an important milestone in forestry cooperation between China and CEECs, the meeting adopted the “Action Plan for Coordination Mechanism of Forestry Cooperation between China and Central and Eastern European Countries” and a number of activities were defined in the Action Plan accordingly. 

Designed as a component of and a booster for the Action Plan, the International Conference on China-CEECs Forestry Research and Education Cooperation is to be held in Beijing, China.

The Conference intends to enhance mutual understanding between involved countries, share scientific research findings, experiences and information, strengthen communication, and scope the priority fields of cooperation and exchange among China and CEECs in forestry research and education with an aim to achieve a win-win cross-regional forestry development.
Time, Venue, Sponsor and Organizer
The Conference is to be held in Beijing on October 30-31, 2017.

Immediately after the Conference, an optional tour to Yiwu City, Zhejiang Province for the International Forest Products Fair will also be arranged on November 1, 2017.

The venue of the Conference will be at the Friendship Hotel (No. 1 Zhongguancun South Street, Beijing 100873, China; Tel.: +86-10-68498888; Fax: +86-10-68498866; Website: http://bjfriendshiphotel.com/siteen/index.html).

The sponsor of the Conference is the State Forestry Administration (SFA), China.

The organizer of the Conference is the Chinese Academy of Forestry (CAF).
Special Session on Business Forum

During the Conference, there will be a Special Session on Business Forum for participants (especially from forestry related business sector among China and CEECs) to discuss potential cooperation on forestry investment and trade which focus on, but not limited to, high-tech wooden products, forestry machinery and equipment, developing a new business, and building a platform for investment and trade etc. Such business discussion could be continued during the optional trip to Yiwu City, Zhejiang Province for the International Forest Products Fair on November 1, 2017. The annual International Forest Products Fair will draw hundreds and thousands of business people working on forestry investment and trade not only from China, but also from around the global.

The brief introduction to the 10th International Forest Products Fair is attached herewith.
Participants
Although the theme of the Conference is mainly focused on cooperation in forest research and education among China and CEECs, plus a Special Session on Business Forum, the Conference is still open for all those who are interested in cooperation in all forestry related issues among China and CEECs, from research institutions, universities, governments, and business sector etc.

All participants from CEECs are advised to stay in the said Friendship Hotel while in Beijing, with which the Conference Organizer has discount contract for room fees.

The Conference Organizer will cover all travel costs to ONE participant (either from forest related research institutions or from forest related universities) for each of 16 CEECs, including round international and domestic air ticket, food, accommodation, and local transportation, both for the Conference in Beijing and also for the optional tour to the International Forest Products Fair in Yiwu. All sponsored participants are required to prepare a Country Forestry Report for information exchange among China and CEECs, with guidelines separately attached. The Conference Organizer will compile a profile of general information on forestry for China and CEECs during the Conference.

Any other participants from CEECs with their own travel costs, either from governments, research institutions, universities, and business sector, are all welcome to participate in the Conference and the optional tour to Yiwu for the International Forest Products Fair.

Registration

All participants have to register through filling the Registration Form (as attached herewith) and email to the Conference Organizer (Ms. Wang Zishan, wangzishanbeijing@126.com) before corresponding timetables as listed below.

Important Timetables

(1) For all participants who are funded by the Conference Organizer

· The focal points of CEECs shall send the Conference Organizer the filled Registration Forms of participants (either from research institutions or from Universities) who will be funded by the Conference Organizer, BEFORE August 25, 2017.

· The general arrangement for funded participants is as follows:

· October 28: Departure from home country to Beijing, China

· October 29: Arrival in Beijing

· October 30-31: Conference

· October 31: Trip to Yiwu, either by taking direct flight from Beijing to Yiwu at late night or taking direct flight from Beijing to Hangzhou (Capital of Zhejiang Province) at night then taking bus from Hangzhou Airport to Yiwu

· November 1: International Forest Products Fair
· November 2: Trip back from Yiwu to Beijing

· November 3: Free time in Beijing

· November 4: Trip back from Beijing to home country
(2) For all other participants who would also like to join the International Forest Products Fair
· Please register BEFORE August 25, 2017

· Travel arrangement to Beijing is on the own business of participants, with help by the Conference Organizer upon request, especially hotel reservation and airport pick-up and send-off services in Beijing.

· Travel arrangement to Yiwu to join the International Forest Products Fair are the same with funded participants, and the local Fair Organizer in Yiwu will pay local costs except the hotel accommodation and domestic flight from Beijing to Yiwu or Hangzhou.

· Those participants who would like to stay in Yiwu after November 3 or leave China from any cities other than Beijing will be on the own business of participants.

(3) For all other participants who would just like to attend the Conference
· Please register BEFORE October 15, 2017.

· Travel arrangement is on the own business of participants, with help by the Conference Organizer upon request, especially hotel reservation and airport pick-up and send-off services in Beijing.

Contacts
· For logistics (registration, sponsorship, travels, accommodation, Conference organizing etc)

· Ms. Wang Zishan

Programme Officer

Division of International Cooperation

Chinese Academy of Forestry

Beijing 100091, China
Tel: 0086-10-62888927

Fax: 0086-10-62884229

Mobile: 0086-13810359135
Email: wangzishanbeijing@126.com

· For technical affairs (programme, presentations, technical discussions, Expert Panels, Country Forestry Reports etc)
· Ms. Lei Jingpin

Professor

Research Institute of Forestry

Chinese Academy of Forestry

Beijing 100091, China
Tel: 0086-10-62888792

Fax: 0086-10-62888792

Mobile: 0086-13501075387

Email: leijingpin@hotmail.com; leijp@caf.ac.cn

Brief Introduction to the 10th International Forest Products Fair
Yiwu city is located in the middle of Zhejiang province, with an area of 1,105 km2 and a native population of 776,000 and a registered external population of 1,243,000.

Since the reform and the opening up, Yiwu city has been insisting on the development strategy of “developing city through thriving business” and taking a regional developmental path with it’s own characteristics. President Xi Jinping introduced Yiwu city as “the capital of small commodities” in the world at the China Africa Summit in December 2015. In November 2014 during his inspection visit to Yiwu city, Premier Li Keqiang praised Yiwu small commodities market as the name card of China, and Yiwu commercial city as the contemporary famous drawing of “riverside scene at the Qingming Festival”, which demonstrates the most prosperous commercial center at that time.

With the opening of “Yiwu-Xinjiang-Europe” China-EU railway train, Yiwu city has become the new start of silk road economic belt, and the bridgehead from which the commodities of countries and regions along the railway enter into China’s market. Yiwu e-commerce market is thriving, continues to hold the first position of top 100 e- commercial counties in China, and leads the top 25 cross-border e-commercial counties/cities in China in 2016. Yiwu is also an exposition city with lots of national exhibitions, such as China Yiwu International Commodities Fair, China Yiwu International Forest Products Fair, China Yiwu Cultural Products Trade Fair, and China International Tourism Commodities Fair etc. In 2016, 131 exhibition activities in various fields were held and the trade value reached 38.933 billion yuan, with a year-on-year growth of 8%. The economy of Yiwu city has been gaining a steady progress. In 2016, the GDP in Yiwu city reached 111.8 billion yuan, with a year-on-year growth of 7.7%. The total financial revenue of Yiwu city reached 13.07 billion yuan, among which the local financial revenue was 8.18 billion yuan, with a year-on-year growth of 5.3%. The rate of Three Industries is 2.0:34.4:63.6.

The China Yiwu International Forest Products Fair is joint hosted by the State Forestry Administration and the People’s Government of Zhejiang province, and jointly organized by the China Forestry Industry Association, Forestry Department of Zhejiang province, Taiwan Affairs Office of the People’s Government of Zhejiang province, and the People’s Government of Yiwu city. The Fair has been successfully held for nine times since 2008. In 2016, 1,595 enterprises participated in the 9th China Yiwu International Forest Products Fair, which contained of 3,736 booths and covered the exhibition area of 85,000 m2. The trade value hit a history record of 4.779 billion yuan. The China Yiwu International Forest Products Fair has become the major trade platform, cooperation platform and the information platform for China’s forest products reaching out to the world, and the market vane leading the development of China’s forest industry.

The 10th China Yiwu International Forest Products Fair will be held in Yiwu city, Zhejiang province on November 1-4, 2017, with the theme of “green enriching people, ecology thriving business”. 3,000 international standard booths will be set up in the Fair. The exhibition scope includes 8 categories of products, which are furniture, wood structure and materials, wood and bamboo crafts, wood and bamboo commodities, forest food, tea products, floriculture and forestry techniques and equipment. The Fair will demonstrate 6 characteristics, including the more obvious leading effect of the Green, the more outstanding characteristics of “Internet+”, the continuous enhancement of marketization and specialization level, the improvement of international exhibition level, the increment of cross-strait exchanges, and cooperation and the more attention of supporting activities on quality.

We sincerely invite all of you from everywhere, and hope to invite more forestry enterprises through you to attend the 10th China Yiwu International Forest Products Fair, so as to gather in the commercial center of Yiwu city and discuss our development strategies.
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